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ITALIAN ANTHROPOLOGY.* 



As it is one of the objects of the Anthropological Review to collect and 
to diffuse, as extensively as possible, the contemporary literature of 
the grand science to which it is dedicated, it seems desirable to con- 
tinue the announcements, however brief or imperfect, of foreign pub- 
lications. We cannot afford to limit our knowledge to the produc- 
tions of our own islands. On the contrary, light upon any of the 
multitudinous subjects of anthropology is most acceptable from every 
source whence it can come. The scientific men of Italy have recently 
made some important contributions. The first place must be con- 
ceded to the zealous Nicolucci, who so ably sustains the position of 
the Prichard of Italy. 

Ancient Liguria may be said to be that region of the Peninsula 
which reached from Gaul to Etruria, extending along the shores of 
the Mediterranean Sea. But the Ligurian race has had more ex- 
tensive limits ; to Massilia and the mouths of the Rhone westwards, 
to the Maritime Alps northward, and to near the city of Pisa on the 
Amo southward. In the earliest times the Ligurians consisted of a 
number of wild tribes, rightly to be regarded as the most ancient in- 
habitants, or aborigines of these regions, whose origin could not bo 
traced. Strabo and other ancient authorities speak decidedly of their 
distinctness from the Celts or Gauls. Their language is lost. Al- 
though much nearer home, the Romans found these brave tribes 
about as difficult to subject as those of Britain. And, like the latter, 
almost the only pages of history occupied by the Ligurians are those 
in which Livy relates the long-continued efforts of a succession of 
Roman armies to bring them to submission. For upwards of two 
hundred years different tribes offered vigorous resistance, and it .was 
not till near the commencement of the Christian era that they were 
finally subdued. 

The purport of the author's investigations, he tells us, is limited to 
the Ligurians, the most renowned among the oldest populations of 
Italy ; to prove that it is probable this was the first people who dwelt 
on the Italian soil, and that, notwithstanding the revolution of so 
many ages, and the occurrence of so many and of such diverse vicissi- 
tudes, some remnant of the race still survives in their ancient seats, 

* La Stirpe Ligwre in Italia, ne' tempi antichi e ne' moderni. Per Giusti- 
niano Nicolucci. Napoli : 1864. 4to, pp. 87, con tavole vii. — The Ligurian 
Eace in Italy, in Ancient and Modern Times. 
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and still preserves those characters and same natural attributes by 
which they were distinguished in the most remote ages. This is a 
noble design, and will add another to the numerous other such proofs 
of the permanency and indelibleness of race. 

It will be impossible to follow the author in his learned researches 
through the whole of the recondite course he has marked out. He 
treats, first, of the primitive populations of the west of Europe of the 
age of stone, a subject already familiar to his pen.* He assures us 
that these ancient people were generally distinguishable, according to 
the evidence of human crania found as well in Denmark as in Ger- 
many, as well as in Switzerland, France, and the British Isles, by the 
brachycephalic form of Retzius ; namely, by that short, broad, as it 
were spherical cranial form, in which the transverse diameter stands 
in its relation to the longitudinal, as 4 or more is to 5, or, as 80 or 
more is to 100. The succeeding races of the bronze and iron periods 
are readily discriminated from these by the oval figure of their cal- 
varia, in which the long diameter exceeds by a fifth or more the 
transverse, constituting the ovoid form of Prichard, and the dolicho- 
cephalic of Retzius. Still, in the bronze age, there are frequent evi- 
dences of brachycephalic skulls, which gradually diminish in number 
as we approach the iron period. And this could not be otherwise, 
since the countries of Europe conquered by the new races of the 
bronze and iron epochs, would be gradually thinned of their pristine 
inhabitants. Not all the conquered would submit to the yoke of the 
victors ; many would go in search of other seats, or they would re- 
cover some spots not contaminated by the presence of the stranger. 
Those who were not absorbed by the new comers, and remained free 
from extraneous mixture, would preserve unchanged their original 
stamp ; and still, even in our times, notwithstanding the lapse of so 
many ages, represent the types of the primitive races. Remnants of 
these races endure continually in the north and the centre of Europe, 
in the Finno-Ugrian family ; remnants still exist in that group of 
people who dwell towards the point of conjunction of the Pyrenees 
and the Calabrian mountains, in France and in Spain, and in that 
tract of country named Liguria and Piedmont, which extends from the 
Var as far as the Macra, and from the Mediterranean up to the Ticino. 

The next section of this well-argued treatise is entitled, " The 
Ligurians traced out by the aid of History and of Philology." This 

* Di alcune Armi ed Utensili in pietra, rinvenuti nella Provincie Meridionali 
dell' Italia, e delta Popolaeione ne' tempi antestorici delta Peninsola Italiana. 
Napoli : 18G3. 4to, con tav. ii. This work contains measurements of human 
crania found at a considerable depth at Torre della Maina and at Cadelbosco 
di Sopra, and also small figures of two of them. 
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division of the work is full of learned research, and contains an inves- 
tigation of the names of districts, rivers, mountains, etc., which are 
referred to their roots and etymologies, and traced through ancient 
authors with much patience and ingenuity. This section may be 
passed over, as it constitutes a speciality for the study of those who 
have formed a considerable estimate of philology in solving obscure 
questions of origin. Its importance as a means of collecting the scat- 
tered rays of knowledge extant with regard to the ancient Ligurians, 
cannot be called in question. 

The following section takes up the ancient Ligurian type, and en- 
deavours to deduce it from antique medals and from Ligurian crania. 
It opens with a lamentation that, whilst the ancients, with one una- 
nimous voice, have celebrated the intrepidity, the valour, and the 
marvellous endurance of the Ligurians, there remains no record of 
their physical conformation. From some mere expressions, it may be 
collected that they were of medium stature, of spare and robust con- 
stitution. Some cut off their hair, others allowed it to flow freely 
over their shoulders ; whence the Ligurians were distinguished into 
the tonsi and the capillati or comati. By an ingenious argument, 
based on the assertions of Jomand6s, Strabo and Tacitus, Dr. Nicol- 
ucci is enabled to affirm with some degree of confidence that they had 
black hair, or hair of a dark tint. He says, we have reason to con- 
sider that a brunette colour prevailed among the Liguri, with a not 
unfrequent disposition to curly hair. Although it has been the lot of 
Liguria to have no ancient monuments, we have some medals of 
Aquitania and of Spain, which have preserved the portraits of the in- 
digeni expressing the national type. At least, those bearing legends 
in the obscure characters, which Boudard has shown are in the Basque 
or Euscarian language. The heads on these medals are generally held 
to be the true effigies of the persons whose names they bear. In 
those of the greatest number, there prevails a common type, which is 
not Greek, nor Phoenician, nor Celtic. They reveal a visage rather 
short, as it were quadrate, with prominent supraciliary arches ; a nose 
almost always large ; curled hair ; and beard, where it exists, stand- 
ing on end. 

If from such scant materials we should be disposed to indicate the 
features by which the ancient Ligurians were distinguished, we might 
be able with reason to define them by their medium stature, their 
spare and vigorous limbs, their brown tint, their thick black hair, their 
face more square than round, and their prominent supraciliary arches. 
If it were attempted to deduce from the effigies on the medals the 
form of the crania of the persons represented, it would be a skull 
more round than oval, a short brachycephalic skull, a skull different 
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from that which is at the present day commonly met with in Spain, 
in France, and in the Italian population. But this deduction would 
be of small worth, if it could not be supported by other facts derived 
from ancient crania appertaining to the Ligurian race. Of these, the 
author has only three to bring forward. 

These antique remains were found in the provinces of Modena and 
of Reggio, which were in the power of the Ligurian tribe Friniati, 
before the Etruscans could have had dominion there, or their succes- 
sors, the Gaulish Boii and the Romans. Respecting the antiquity of 
these skulls, the author considers that he has already demonstrated, 
in his former Memoir before mentioned, " On the Stone Implements of 
Italy," that they appertain to the people who inhabited Italy during 
that portion of the stone age which adjoins the epoch of bronze. 
Hence he regards them as certainly relics of the oldest inhabitants of 
the country — the Ligurians. Two of the skulls were found, in 1862, 
in Torre della Maina, about ten miles from Modena, in a deposit 
termed there Maina, or Marniera, i. «., marl beds. They were asso- 
ciated with quantities of charcoal and ashes, fragments of urns, with 
here and there bones of domestic animals, and chiefly the large 
antlers of deer; bones, teeth, and jaws of the horse, of the sheep, 
and of the wild boar. The third is in the anatomical museum 
of the University of Modena, and was met with at Cadelbosco di 
Sopra, five miles from Reggio, in 1837, in a stratum of black bog- 
earth, at a depth of fifteen feet. The three skulls markedly differ 
as well from those of the modern inhabitants of the provinces of 
Modena and Reggio, as from the other Italians, with the exception 
of the Ligurians and the Piedmontese, to whose crania they are very 
similar. 

The conformation of these skulls is brachycephalic. This is ren- 
dered very striking by the measurements given by Dr. Nicolucci, and 
the three first of the seven lithographic plates which accompany his 
Memoir, and which represent the skulls of their natural size. The 
first and least perfect of the two from Torre della Mama is the cra- 
nium of a woman, judged to be not more than from forty to forty -five 
years of age. The author has described this skull, as well as the 
others, very carefully, but he has omitted to mention the premature 
ossification of some extent of the extremities of the coronal suture, 
which has occasioned klinocephalism. The cephalic index of this 
skull rises to 90'5, or this is the proportion of its greatest breadth 
compared with its length, taken as 100. The second example from 
Torre della Maina is the skull of a young man of from twenty-five to 
thirty years of age. This is equally brachycephalic with the pre- 
vol. v. — no. xvn. l 
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ceding, as its cephalic index is 90 - 7. The cranium from Cadelbosco 
di Sopra is likewise brachycephalic, with an index of -85. 

The author takes the opportunity in this place to speak of some 
Etruscan skulls referred to the brachycephalic type, which Betzius 
did not hesitate to regard as proper to the head of that race. This 
view has not been supported by the observations of Garbiglietti,* Von 
Baer,t Kudolph Wagner, J and Maggiorani;§ and the Etruscan skull 
figured in the fine edition of Cuvier's Jiegne Animal, published by his 
pupils, is also dolichocephalic. 

Since the publication of this memoir, La Stirpe Ligure, the Etruscan 
cemetery at Marzabotto, near Bologna, has been very carefully exca- 
vated by Count Giovanni Gozzadini, and the results have been made 
known in a splendid volume by that learned and distinguished anti- 
quary, Di un antica Necropoli a Marzabotto nel Bolognese. Folio, 
Bologna, 1865, 20 Tavole. In this cemetery a few human skulls 
were found, which were submitted to the investigation of Dr. Nicol- 
ucci, who has contributed a long letter or note upon these ancient 
crania to the volume just noticed. He first compared them with 
unquestionable Etruscan skulls, and found them to vary from these 
in a number of important characters. The horizontal circumference 
of the Etruscan skulls he found to be higher, namely, 529 millimetres, 
that of the Marzabotto crania only 487 millimetres. He next insti- 
tuted a similar comparison of the latter with Celtic skulls, from which 
they also differed materially, and he was ultimately led to the con- 
clusion that the crania found in the cemetery are not those of the 
Etruscans who first used this necropolis, but have been introduced at 
a much later period, and are the remains of the people who at present 
inhabit the Bolognese territory, belonging to the Italian family of 
Umbri. In this note Dr. Nicolucci gives the results of some careful 
measurements of the Marzabotto skulls, of true Etruscan skulls, of 
Celtic skulls, and of skulls of the Bolognese of the present day. The 
Marzabotto crania have a cephalic index of 79 '6, and those of the 
Bolognese of '78, whereas the cephalic index of the Etruscan skulls 
was - 76 only. 

At a subsequent period, the eminent professor, Carl Vogt, addressed 
a letter to Signor B. Gastaldi upon some ancient human skulls found 
in Italy. || In this communication Professor Vogt can scarcely have 

* Brcvi Cenni Intorno ad un Cranio Etrusco. 1841. 
f Ueber den Sckadelbau der Rhcltischen Romanen. 1859. 
J Zologisch-Anthropologische Untersuchungen. 1861. S. 13. 
§ Saggio di Studi Craniologici still' Antica Stirpe Bomana e sulla Etrusca. 
1858. 

|| Sii alcuni anlichi Cranii Umani rinvenuta in Italia, Feb. 1866. 
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had before his eyes the epithet of " rash," applied to him by a recent 
English writer. He gives the results of his examination and mea- 
surement of about a dozen ancient crania found in Italy, comparing 
them with some others ; but, in the course of this investigation, he 
appeal's somewhat to ignore the labours of previous observers who 
have had more abundant materials in their hands. 

Professor Vogt in his letter to Gastaldi speaks of the cranium of 
the ancient Romans, but apparently in a somewhat doubtful manner, 
and refers to no other writers upon the subject, save Professors His 
and Riitimeyer, the distinguished authors of the Crania Helvetica, 
who have embraced it under their "Hohberg type," and have, besides, 
given a profile and a vertical outline figure of the skull of the Roman 
Praetorian in the Blumenbach collection. This skull seems to have 
been scarcely long enough and narrow enough for the Professors' con- 
clusions, hence he has thrown out a doubt upon its authenticity, and 
considered that it might be of barbarian Celtic origin. The Praetorian 
guards underwent many changes after their institution by Augustus, 
when they were chosen from the troops in Italy; but, except at a late 
period of the empii - e, they were of all troojis the least likely to con- 
tain barbarian blood. The fine and perfect skull of V. L. Aleivs 
admits of no doubt of its authenticity. It is dolichocephalic, like 
those of His and lliitimeyer's Hohberg type, only not in so extreme a 
degree, and it agrees well with other ancient Roman crania. The 
cephalic index of Blumenbach's skull is '72, the mean of those of the 
Hohberg type is - 70. The former ratio must be regarded to be confirmed 
by the observers whose estimates Professor Vogt has omitted to quote, 
unless there be a more exact conformity in crania than we have ever 
been able to discover. It is difficult to say positively what is the 
cephalic index of the ancient Roman skulls examined by Professor 
Carlo Maggiorani,* since it is probable that neither his anterior nor 
posterior transverse diameter represents the greatest breadth of the 
calvarium. The anterior is the longest, and by taking this to be the 
nearest indication of the greatest diameter of the calvarium, the 
mean cephalic index of the five skulls is '74. Of a series of four 
ancient Roman skulls engraved in the Crania Britannica, the mean 
cephalic index is - 74. These materials give us good ground for con- 
cluding that the extreme length and narrowness of the Hohberg type 
of His and Riitimeyer is not essential to the genuine ancient Roman 
skull, of which the Prsetorian of Blumenbach may be, and probably 
is, a typical representative. 

Professor Vogt goes on to assure us in this letter that the ancient 

* Saggio di Stuclii Craniologici ; and Nuovo Saggio di Studii Craniologici. 
SuW Antica Stirpe Romana c sulla Elrusca. 18C2. 

L2 



148 ANTHROPOLOGICAL REVIEW. 

Etruscan skull is brachycephalic, its mean cephalic index being 82, 
and proceeds to describe it at length.* 

* As we have already noted, Retzius had previously classed the Etruscans 
among his brachycephali ; but there was much evidence on the other side. 
This we shall get at best, and at the same time supply the missing links 
passed over by Professor Vogt, by briefly alluding to a recent publication of 
Dr. G. Nicolucci, the title of which is Su i Crani invenuti nella Necropoli cli 
Marzabotto e di Villanova nel Bolognese; Lettere del Cav. Dr. Giustiniano 
Nicolucci all' illustrissimo Sig. Conte Giovanni Gozzadini, Senatore del Regno, 
15 Settembre, 1866. This brochure contains a reprint of the author's former 
letter to the Count, with the table of measurements of the skulls, to which 
is added a second letter, in reply to Professor Vogt. In this last letter, Dr. 
Nicolucci informs us that he has found the true ancient Etruscan cranium, 
in the great majority of instances, to be sub-dolichocephalic, and that its 
mean cephalic index does not exceed 76. He has deduced this proportion 
from the study of many Etruscan skulls ; and he affirms that the results 
obtained by Von Baer, by Rudolph Wagner, and by his friends Garbiglietti 
and Maggiorani, are not different from this deduction, which has the sup- 
port of Dr. Pruner-Bey also. The characters of the Etruscan cranium, he 
proposes to treat upon in a distinct work, on the Anthropology of Etruria, in 
which he will show that it differs from all other cranial forms in Italy. 
He adds, that Professor Vogt errs in attributing to Von Baer, and to His 
and Rutimeyer, the recalling the Etruscan type into modern literature. On 
the contrary, before any of these observers had directed their attention to 
the subject, the learned but modest Cavaliere Antonio Garbiglietti had dis- 
covered in 1839, and had in 1841 described and figured, a beautiful Etrus- 
can skull, which he had obtained with his own hands from a very ancient 
tomb at Veii. The author has not mentioned the title of Professor Gar- 
biglietti's meinoir, but we have already given it above. It may not be un- 
worthy of notice, that this ancient Etruscan skull is the theme of a more 
recent memoir of Dr. Garbiglietti's. It presents, as far as we at present 
know, the only example among European races of that anomalous supple- 
mentary jugal bone, which has been occasionally observed among Oriental 
races. To this memoir we may hereafter direct attention. The Etruscan 
skull of Signor Garbiglietti is evidently not brachycephalic, as its length is 
7"5 inches English. The next writer upon the subject of Etruscan crania 
was Carlo Maggiorani, at that time professor in Rome. His first memoir 
was published in that city in 1858 ; his subsequent memoir in 1862. "We 
have already given the titles of these memoirs, and also the proportions of 
the Roman skulls described by Maggiorani. The mean cephalic index of 
the five Etruscan crania described appears to be 76. 

It will not be necessary to follow Nicolucci in the subsequent part of his 
last letter. It may be sufficient to say, that he differs materially from Pro- 
fessor Carl Vogt respecting the crania discovered in the Etruscan ceme- 
teries of Villanova and Marzabotto, and supports his former opinions con- 
cerning them by an appeal to the method for obtaining an approximate idea 
of the internal capacity of crania devised by Professor Paul Broca. It is 
not insignificant to note, that neither observer regards the skulls from the 
Etruscan cemetery at Marzabotto as of Etruscan origin. Vogt looks upon 
them as Ligurian ; whilst Nicolucci reiterates his former view, that they are 
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Dr. Nicolucci confines his search for true Ligurians within the 
limits of Liguria proper and of Piedmont, in what are now named the 
Ancient Provinces, where the Ligurian type is preserved as it was in 
the most ancient times. The inhabitants living near the shores of 
the rivers which bound ancient Liguria have lost much of their native 
character, and the purity of their Ligurian blood is tarnished by 
foreign admixture. At the same time, upon the Alps and in the 
deep valleys of Piedmont they are so mingled with the Gallic type, 
that the limits of the two cannot be fixed ; although in the Grisons, 
in ancient Rhtetia, in many of those valleys of difficult access, the 
Liguri still continue as if unchanged, and the crania of the alpine 
people offer at present the brachycephalic conformation, which Von 
Baer has carefully studied in skulls collected at Chur, or Coire. 

After this lengthened exposition of Dr. Nicolucci's treatise, we shall 
not follow him closely in the next sections of the work. The sixth is 
entitled " The Races of Europe and the probable order of their Immi- 
gration," a section which, together with the following, on " The Aryan 
Conquest in Italy," affords as much light as is to be collected on the 
dark and speculative view that ancient European races ai - e to be 
regarded as strangers and immigrants in this continent. After these 
succeeds a short section devoted to the examination of the question 
whether the Ligurians are the descendants of the African Lybians. 
Sig. Nicolucci here appeals forcibly and conclusively to craniological 
evidence. The skulls of some Kabyles, preserved in the Anatomical 
Cabinet at Modena, present a mean cephalic index of - 75 ; another 
example in the hands of the writer yields a cephalic index of - 76 ; 
four crania of Berbers afford a very similar testimony, for their mean 
cephalic index is 73 ; a series of skulls of Guanches, who are fancied 
by some to have been allied with the Lybians, give a mean cephalic 
index of not more than - 78 ; whilst it must be recollected that Dr. 
Nicolucci's Ligurian race gives a cephalic index amounting to - 86. 
This difference, without appealing to the absolutely different idioms, 
belonging to two distinct glossological families, the author regards as 
the most stringest confutation of the opinion which would derive the 
Iberians and the Ligurians from the African continent, and would 
populate Spain, Italy, and the South of France with a Lybian race. 

identical -with those of the Bolognese of the present day, and belong to the 
Italian family of the XJmbri. Nicolucci concludes his second letter in these 
highly commendable terms : " To restore facts to their just value, and to 
give to them that interpretation which is believed to be most consentaneous 
with truth, is the business of those who devote themselves to the sacred cul- 
ture of science ; and I believe I have performed my duty, in expressing my 
opinion plainly and without reserve." 
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The concluding section of this learned and important work con- 
tains the author's deductions, which we shall give entire, with the 
terminal aspiration of an Italian patriot, in which he considers that 
he has demonstrated : 

" i. The modern Ligurians to be the direct descendants of those 
Ligurians of antiquity, who, in ante-historic times, peopled not only 
Italy, but also parts of France and of Spain ; 

" ii. Them to be of an allied race to that of the other nations who 
inhabited Europe before the arrival of the Aryan people, a race dis- 
tinguished by the brachycephalic character of the skull, and by those 
other natural qualities which are proper to the Turanian family ; 

" hi. The Aryan colonies coming into Italy, to have in part sup- 
planted the more ancient inhabitants, and to be superposed over the 
indigenous races, whose type was scattered and was absorbed by the 
Aryan, which became the general type of the Peninsula. 

" iv. But in Piedmont and in Liguria the old race kept itself pre- 
dominant, hence the ancient type either was not at all or only slightly 
modified ; because, at this day, the brachycephalic cranium is still 
observable in the major part of the inhabitants of these provinces, 
preserved unchanged, and as it was at the most remote peiiod. 

" v. Notwithstanding the inhabitants of Piedmont and of Liguria, 
mingled with the rest of the inhabitants of the Peninsula, and bound 
to them by community of language, of religion, and of customs, have, 
for a long time, formed, with them one single nation ; as all the great 
territory from the Alps to the sea hath formed from a remote period, 
and forms at present one sole and indivisible country." 

J. B. D. 



